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Abstract: 

Can the sharing economy be a factor of economic, territorial and social growth in the 
Mediterranean regions? 

This article attempts to describe a  conceptual framework of  the operative definition of 
sharing economy in terms of a territorial development, as well as preliminary results of the 
project open DOORS and the planning strategy to articulate the sharing economy among the 
economic, institutional, academic and social agents of the Mediterranean Regions. 

Sharing economy was born as a response to the global crisis, demanding a change towards 
an open economic model and a solution to the territorial lacks and needs that was unveiled 
with the crisis. 

Those answers has emerged in from isolated citizens and enterprises initiatives generating a 
set of economic and social impacts, both positive and negative. 

Previous experiences have demonstrated that Mediterranean Regions have specific 
innovative and creative assets that could be the base of a collaborative economy that 
addresses a solution of its territorial lacks. 

The project open DOORS, funded by the Regional Funds Interreg, and is built on the 
experience of five previous projects in the Med Regions, which, as a capitalization process, 
have produced a number of creative communities, networks and services. Based on this, it 
aims to study how the sharing economy can be a factor of economic, territorial and social 
growth, and to define  joint strategy and action plan of network to provide services to the 
different creative communities to address the new global challenge of sharing economy in 
the Mediterranean Regions. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The EU Project open DOORS:  

Sharing/Collaborative Economy as a Factor of Development in the MED Regions. 
(Preliminary results) 

 
1. Context: Interreg Med Programme.  

 
The Interreg MED is a transnational programme co-financed by the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF). It provides fund for cooperation projects developed and 
managed by public bodies in the Northern regions of the Mediterranean.  
 
The MED transnational programme supports the sharing of experiences and knowledge as 
well as  the improvement of public policies at national, regional and local levels and other 
territorial actors of eligible regions of the MED area. 
 
With the reform of project models, Interreg Med  initiates modular and horizontal projects this 
year. ‘Modular’ project concentrates on the following types of action: studying, testing and 
capitalising. Horizontal project accompanies a thematically oriented group of Modular 
projects and helps them to summarize joint results and messages. 

 
2. Introduction to the open DOORS project: 

Project objectives: 
open DOORS aims to know how sharing economy could be a factor of economic, territorial 
and social growth and to  support the creation of a Mediterranean Network for sharing and 
collaborative economy by gathering together  academic, institutional, economic and civil 
actors in this field.  
This objective is based on the previous works of five capitalization projects whose results  
include a set of creative and innovative communities dedicating to tackling the global 
challenge of sharing economy. This network approach  emphasizes the join strategy and 
action plan so as to offer a mix of services to this communities on the purposed of  boosting 
the sharing or collaborative economy. 
 
Background of the project: 
Sharing economy was born as a response to the current global challenges (e.g. 
sustainability and economic crisis) and conditions (e.g. technology and value changes); and 
as a response, many initiatives have emerged with strong awareness to seeking an open 
and participative economy. European Community is aware about the deep changes in the   
interchange model  and  big interests in  identifying how it works at economic and social 
levels in order to support initiatives and networks in this field. 
 
Project architecture:  



 

The project consortium includes seven institutional partners from different Mediterranean 
countries. As a modular project focusing on studying,  the consortium focuses on scientific 
and methodologic works. However, an important part of the activities is  the construction of a 
network  by engaging creative Med communities and institutions at a local and transnational 
level. 
 

3. Methodology: 
It unfolds a set of scientific methodologies and activities to develop an international network 
for stakeholders in sharing and collaborative economy 
 
Scientific methodologies includes: 
- State of the art: to establish the operative definitions of sharing economy and the current 

economic, territorial, social and legal implications in the Med countries. 
- SWOT analysis: aims to diagnose the sharing economy in the Med Regions 
- Need Analysis: to identify the potentials and difficulties of stakeholders to developes a 

sharing economy initiative. 
 
Networking activities:  
This part of the project aims to create a network of territorial panels of stakeholders and 
initiatives on sharing economy in the Mediterranean  regions. Stakeholders are those who 
are affected by the sharing economy, including academic, institutional, social and economic 
local agents.  
 

4. Main Results: 
At this stage, there are two major deliverables, : the state of the art and the SWOT analysis.  
Beside, a stakeholder network has been constructed with the participation of academic, 
institutional, SME´s and civil organizations from different Mediterranean regions. 
Later on, more deliverables will be conducted, including , a prospective analysis and a data 
base of knowledge about sharing economy, a catalogue of experiences and stakeholders 
and institutional, technological, economic and territorial conditions to develop sharing or 
collaborative economy.  
Here, we will give a brief description of the state of art and SWOT analysis, as follows. 
 

4.1. State of the art: 
The state of art focuses on a wide range of issues involved in the sharing and collaborative 
economy (c/s economy) from a basic operative definition to implications at economic, social, 
territorial and regulatory levels, as summarized hereafter. 
 
Definitions of sharing or collaborative economy:  
Defining sharing economy is not a major objective of the project, but it is necessary to 
develop an operative definition so as to allow us to develop the proposed activities and 
methodologies of the project. Based on a review of the definitions in many researches 
(Botsman, 2015; Schor, 2014; Muñoz & Cohen, 2016), sharing and collaborative economy 
can be regarded as a big umbrella concept that encompasses a large number of typical 
activities with similar features, such as economic or no-economic oriented, with differential 
centralism of technology,  on consume or production-focused and the involvement of a 
diversity of implicated stakeholders. The definition includes 7 aspects of sharing or 



 

collaborative economy: values change, technology, market, iddle assets, self awareness and 
p2p exchanges. (Grifoni, Rausell et. al.  2017). 
 
 
 
Economic implications: 
Sharing economy represents a paradigm change driven by technologies. The scientific 
debate around the economic implications of the sharing and collaborative economy 
converges around issues such as new business models, new challenges for the tax system, 
productive model changes, productivity growth and labour market changes. 
Positive and negative impacts have been outlined. Sharing or collaborative economy can 
represent new business models, new kinds of consume or the participation of new economic 
agents; but at the same time, some criticisms of the sharing and collaborative economy 
systems are related to the management of taxation and the disrespect shown for the 
standards established to protect the interests of consumers, users and workers. 
 
Technological implications: 
Technology is a key driver and booster of the sharing and collaborative economy. 
Technology allows to develop trust as a basis for sharing and collaborative economy. 
Democratization of technological dispositives and the social networking was the specific 
function of technology. It allows the paperless financial transactions, and individual 
participation  in modest peer-to-peer transactions. 
 
Social implications:  
In terms of social transformation, we can see the emergence of the sharing and collaborative 
economy as a result of the use of technological platforms and the use of information. 
Meanwhile, the establishment of horizontal reputation mechanisms alters some conditions in 
which the exchange occurs, thus generating economic impacts and effects on power 
relationships. In other words, it alters the traditional status quo and creates new 
opportunities. In terms of values, some supposed implications of the collaborative economy 
fit better into the new demand for territorial development models that are fairer, more 
sustainable and more inclusive and have a lesser impact on the carbon footprint. 
 
Territorial implications: 
Territory and s/c economy have a complex relationship. Transactions happen in a globalized 
and deterritorialized scale, whilst social capital building, identity and sustainability materialize 
in a physical space or territory.  
S/c economy carries both positive and negative territorial impacts. It can offer solutions to 
current urban challenges as mobility and sustainability. At Mediterranean level, some 
researches have demonstrated the Mediterranean cultural and creative particularities can be 
assets for the new economic model based on innovation, wherein the specific regional 
features like heritage and culture specificities can be a potential to developing s/c economy. 
On the other hand, territorial impact of collaborative tourism receives growing attention to 
territorial economic, social and institutional agents. 
 
Laws and regulations:  



 

When it comes to reacting to the s/c economy, public policies can pursue three goals: (1) 
establish requirements or forbid certain exchanges, (2) facilitate and promote their use, and 
(3)  respond in a neutral way without generating consequences. 
In addition, legislation can adopt five different perspectives to solve the conflict: (1) regulate 
the phenomenon of the collaborative economy as a whole; (2) regulate the phenomenon 
sector by sector; (3) codify or introduce certain articles in existing regulations; (4)oint 
regulation through the intervention of public authorities; (5)  without public intervention or 
regulation. 
 
 
 
 

4.2. SWOT Analysis 
SWOT analysis  was carried out with the participation of sharing and collaborative economy 
platforms, aiming to diagnose the internal and external advantages and disadvantages to 
develop a sharing or collaborative initiative.  
Both general European issues and specific country conditions were addressed to identify the 
facilities and difficulties for the development  of initiatives. Topics like barriers to 
entrepreneurs, local current conditions, regulatory frameworks, community acceptance 
among other aspects were identified at European and local contexts.  
 

5. Conclusions 
- The results obtained until now suggest that the territorial specificities play a differential 

role in the promotion of sharing or collaborative economy. Although technology in a 
global context is the main driver of this economic model, any strategy aiming to boost 
sharing economy relies on the regional regulations, economic contexts, local needs and 
assets. 

 
- As a way to capitalize the resulted knowledge around the situation and conditions of s/c 

economy in Mediterranean regions, it is necessary to develop a network of stakeholders. 
As a consequence, the Mediterranean Network for Sharing and Collaborative Economy 
is officially initiated based on the participation of local stakeholders from different  
Mediterranean regions, and a virtual forum is created to promote the participation of 
stakeholders in Med Regions. 
This network is supposed to engage institutions and other agents to provides services to 
promote sharing and collaborative economy in the Med Regions so as to be a 
benchmark of transferable results for other European regions. 
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